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PREFACE 
READER, 


YAH E Malice and Porgeries of 
eme furious and unchari- 
able Men, who abound at 

2 N this , obliged me to 

= publiſh this Di ſcourſe, de- 

f . for their Advantage, though others 
wiſe receiv'd: Unto which, the Approbation 
of many worthy Gentlemen, true Friends 
to the preſent Government, their Country, 
| A 2 and 


A Preface to the 
and the Proteſtant Religion therein eta. 
bliſhed, was no ſmall Encouragement. if 
Love and Charity, Moderation and Mel. 
neſs, Peace and Unity, muſt give Place fh 
 faBtious Rage, Kalgnity, Hatred, Diſco, 
Perſecution, &c. farewel to Chriſtianity, 
and the Benefits of it; we may ſoon haſten 
to the Dens and Caves of the Earth, aud 
prefer the Society of Beaſts before that of 
Ven. I hope the Nature of the Subjecl, 
its "Uſe and Necefty to Mankind, will 
make fome Apology for the Performance, 
ſincerely deſign d, though imperfedt. 
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Now the God of Patience and Conſolation 


grant you to be like-minded one towards 
another, according to Chriſt Jeſus : That 
ye may with one Mind and one Mouth 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. „ 


Lithough Peace, Unity, and 
Love, are eſſential to Chri- 
| ſtianity; yet there are no 
SZ] Virtues leſs obſerv'd at this 
Time, or more abuled to 
the Ruin and Diſgrace of the 
2 Chriſtian Faith. Although 
dur Bleſſed Saviour renew d, enlighten'd, and 
Mprov'd the Law of Charity, made it the 
dum of our Duty towards others, the Badge 
ad Livery of his Diſciples, and the Demon- 
Ei X tration 
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Fration of our Love to God himſelf, yy 
Mlen generally run into the moſt Oppoſite 
Vices, as if Strife and Contention, Cruel 
and Revenge, were the moſt indiſpenſable 
Duties of Religion. In this, they reſemble 
the crooked and perverſe Generation of the 
| Jews, who were moſtly inclin'd to, and 
_ guilty of, that deteſtable Sin of Jdolatry, 
notwithſtanding they were forewarn'd againſ 
it, above all other Sins, as what would draw 
down the Vengeance of Heaven upon them. 
This therefore ought to be the Lamentation 
of every good Man, and raiſe in him the 
greateſt Pity and Compaſſion for his Bre. 
thren, and at the fame Time quicken hi 
Devotion in their Behalf: For the promoting 
of which, I have choſen this Portion of Scrip- 
ture, as the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourk, 
Now the God of Patience and Conſolation, &, 

Which Words contain the votive Sup- 
plication of the Apoſtle for the Church 
then at Rome, conſiſting of Jewiſh and Gen 
tile Converts; every Word of which carric 
with it a particular Force and Energy, 4 
reeable to the Intent thereof. The Occa 
Fon ſeems to be this: — The Apoſtle had 


heard of ſome Diſagreements- among them 
both in Judgment and Affection. The Je 
1 Chriſtians mingled Law and Goſpel to. 
gether, in the point of Juſtification ; and k 
zealonſly upheld the Ceremonial Law, ane 
the Moſaical Rites, that they oppoſed 4 

| : preac 
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—Efſential to CuRISTIANIT X. 7 


tept they would become Proſelytes, and 
{mit to Circumciſion. — On the other 
Side, The Gentile Chriſtians underſtanding 
themſelves . exempted from the Obſervation 
of the Moſaical Rites, - uſed their Chriſtian 
Liberty with Offence. To reconcile theſe 
Controverſies, and to ſettle them both in 


of Afettion;, this great Apoſtle writes this 


hid down thoſe poſitive Duties, in which 
the Life and Spirit of Chriſtianity conſiſted ; 


l and in the xivth, and the Beginning of the 
Chapters, uſed the ſtrongeſt Arguments 
r perſwade to Unity and Forbearance in 


ndifferent things; he, in the Words of my 
Text, offers up his moſt affectionate Prayer 
lor them, to this Effect: That God, who work- 
th Patience and Comfort in the Hearts of 


| ls People, by the holy Scriptures, would 
„ie them the Grace of Unty and Charity, 
fie ich as Chriſt commands and expects from 
2 them; that all Strife and Diſcord being 


d aſide, they might with one Heart and 


* 


em ur Lord Jefus Chriſt. 


« 
. 


lie Apoſtle in this Text, in which he ex- 
d (cles the greateſt Affection for that 
Church, and $ 

„ 8 e 


nexching of the Goſpel to the Gentiles, 'ex- 


Truth and in Unity of Judgment, or at leaſt 


moſt Divine Epiſtle : In which, after he had 


Mouth glorify God, who is the Father of 
| This being the true Senſe and Meaning of 


e Happineſs of thoſe divided 


8 5 IL o VE and. UNirTy ol 2 
Chriſtians; I hope that I may, without Ce. * 
ſure, follow ſo great an Example, and fac 
lay down this Propoſition, viz. That 'tis 12 
Duty of Chriſtians to pray for, and promoteliil * 
Unity and Love among thetnſelyes, althouph ar 
of different Judgments and Perſuaſions, of 
. Now this will appear undeniably evidey 8 
and neceſſary, if we conſider, ; 
I. The Nature of the Chriſtian Religion: © 
and in what it conſiſts. = , 
| II. The great Weight the Scripture lays k 
upon this Duty. —— And alſo, n 
III. The Cauſes from whence uncharitable c 
Contentions and Diviſions proceed. G 
IV. And, L/h, The evil Conſequence 4 
of them. Ol theſe in their Order Will y 
I. Let us conſider the Nature of the A 
Chriſtian Religion, and in what it conſiſts ; 
To know what this is, we need look no ©” 
farther than at the 19th Verſe of the former. 
Chapter, where the Apoſtle tells us, as well al 
as the Romans, That the Kingdom of Goch 5 
4. e. (as is generally agreed ) Chriſtianity, f 
is Righteoaſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the 0 
Holy Ghoſt ; and that it is not Meat and * 
Drint, or the like. . Righteouſneſs and Ho. A 
lineſs, Charity and Peaceableneſs, Love 1 1 
ie MES | - 37 


FEſſential to CHRISTIANITY. 9 


ps, and ſuch like Fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
[8 whereby the Mind is renew'd and chang'd, 
nad made conformable to the Image of God, 
' are the great things wherein the Kingdom 


of God confiſts; and in which the Life and 
Soul of Religion is found : So that, whoſo- 
ever in theſe things /as the ſame Scripture 
las,) ſerveth Chriſt, is accepted of God, 


ences of all conſiderate Men; notwithſtand- 
ing his common Infirmities and Miſtakes in 
other Matters of - leſs Conſequence. The 


eure and Contrivance of the Chriſtian 

Religion, as tending to Unity, will yet fur- 
0 ther appear, if we conſider the Author of 
1 t, the End of Chriſt's coming, the Temper 


ſtianity. „ 

The great God, that ſent his Son into the 
World, to eſtabliſn and confirm the Chri- 
ſtan Religion, is ſtyl'd, the God of Peace, 
the Father of Mercies, and the God of Patience 
and Conſolation, in the Text; whoſe Appear- 
ance, 1 Kings xix. 10, 11. was in the ſoft 
and ſtill Voice. —— His only begotten Son 


Exemplar of Meeknefs and Condeſcenſion: 
He was uſher'd into the World with this 
Pytul Song by the heavenly Holt : Glory to 
God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, Good Will 


Mankind, and the Glory of God thereby, 
R-- Was 


and _ of Men, i. . in the Conſci- 


of his Government, and the Laws of Chri- 


s ſtyl'd, the Prince of Peace, and is the great 


lovards Men. The Happineſs and Peace of 
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10 LO YE i Unity 


was the End of his coming; who accord. 
ingly gave a Law, both ſuitable to his Na. 
ture, the Deſign of his coming, and the Fx. 
erciſe of his Government; a Law of Mild. 
neſs and Gentleneſs, of Condeſcenſion and 
Forbearance, towards one another; for the 
Eſtabliſhment of which, the whole Tenour 
of the Goſpel ſeems to be calculated. 
The Holy Ghoſt, the Third Perſon in 
the Sacred Trinity, by whom .Chriſt ſpoke, 
and the Apoitles writ, 1s repreſented by a 
Dove, the Emblem of Meekneſs, Simplex 
animal & letum, non felle amarum, non morſi 
bus ſævum, &c. as Cyprian deſcribes him, 
Hence, according to this Diſpoſition of the 
Author or Authors of our Religion, the true 
Church is compar'd to the Lilly of the Val. 
leys, flouriſhing in Humility and Meekneßs, 
and though amongſt Thorns that ſcratch 
and tear, it has no Prickles for Revenge or 
Cruelty. The Members of this Church 
are, in like Manner, reſembled to ſuch things 
as are moſt peaceable and inoffenſive, Sheep 
and Lambs, not Wolves and Tygers. They 
are in their Tempers like the Waters of 
Shiloah, Iſa. viii. 6. that run ſoft and gently, 
and promote the Peace of the Church of 
which they are Members, while it is di- 
ſturb'd by thoſe that are like the noiſy Wa- 
ters of Euphrates, In ſhort, The Laws of 
- Chriſtianity are ſuch, that, when duly en- 
tertain'd, they produce the moſt gentle oe) 
| b g00d- 
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Eſſential to CHRISTIANITY, _ 1I 


a_— 


good-natur'd Principles that can poſſibly be 
they take off Mens natural Ferity and Wild- 
neſs, tame and fit them for Society, for the - 
good of which they were deſign'd. Had 
Men therefore a right Senſe of this Religion 
on their Minds; were this Goſpel of Peace 
ſincerely entertain'd in their Hearts, their 
Souls would ſoon be enlarg*d with an” ob- 
lioing Benevolence to all Men, and eſpeciall 
their Fellow-Chriſtians. It would diſſipate 
all narrow, felfiſh, pitiful Humours ; purge 
out that Peeviſhneſs and Penuriouſneſs of 
| Spirit, contracted often by Party-zeal and 
Oppoſition ;; the miſchievous Diſfinctions of 
Parties would ſoon vaniſh; and, according 
to the Prophecy of Chriſt's Kingdom, the 
. VPolf and the Lamb, the Leopard and Kid, $1 
would lie down and agree together; Men = 
would change their Weapons of War, and 1 
Inftruments of Cruelty, Swords and Spears, { 
into thoſe of another Nature, for the Pre- WW 
ſervation of Life, and the common Good. 8 
Then Judah and Ephraim would neither 
vex, nor envy each other, but all would u- 
nite in one common Intereſt ; and the Love 
of Chriſtians would once more become the 
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Wonder of the World. 
II. Let us conſider the Weight the Scrip- 
ture lays upon this Duty. This certainly 
mult be very great, ſince the Duty is fo a- 
greeable to the Nature, End, and Deſign of Bl 
B 2 3 By 
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12 Lo RE and UNIT 


the Chriſtian Religion, as has been already 
proved, There is not any one Duty in the 
whole Scripture, upon which a greater 
Streſs is laid, or which is made more in- 
diſpenſably neceflary to Salvation, than 
Love and Charity, or a kind and peaceable 
Diſpoſition ; and, on the contrary, nothing 
more oppos'd and condemn'd, as moſt fatal 

and unchriſtian, than Uncharitableneſs, Ha. 

tred, Cruelty, and ſuch Vices. Chriſt has 
made it the very Badge and Livery of his 

Diſciples, to diſtinguiſh them from other 

Sets; and, to make us the more inexcuſable 

if we want it, he has inſeparably join'd 

it with the Love of God and himſelf; ad- 

vanc'd it above Faith and Hope, and made 
every Grace, Gift, and Performance, with: 

out this Temper, vain and inſignificant; He 

| freed this Duty from the falſe Gloſſes of the 
Phariſees; and ſhew?d, that neither Enemies 
nor Foreigners, though of other Nations 

or Notions, were to be excepted, that there 

might be no Pretence left againſt the proper 

Exerciſes of it in its ſeveral Parts: And for 

i ent herennto, in his Beatitudes, 

he pronounced three diſtinct Bleſſings, on 

the Meek, on the Merciful, and on the Peace- 

makers, whoſe Vertues are derived from 

the ſame Fountain: And that we might not 

think the Reward hereof peculiar to this 

Life, we are taught, by that Parable in the 
xvViiith of St. Matthew, of the unmerciſul Ser- 

15 ) beer „„ ou! 
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Eſſential to CHRISTIANITY. 13 


rant; and by that in the xxvth, of the un- 


poſition towards their Brethren, ſhall obtain 
Mercy, and be accepted by the impartial 
udge. J 

| > Author of my Text every where, as 


Fin this Epiſtle, oppoſes whatever is of an 


uucharitable Nature, and that in Thoughts 


therefore, with all Earneſtneſs, he recom- 
mends ſuch Graces as would, if follow'd, 
nfallibly prevent it: Thus, Col. iu. 12, 13. 


Bovels of Mercy, Rindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, 


c. being tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 


(even as God, for Chri(t's Sake, hath forgiven you. 


He tells us, that Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, are the 
Fruits of the Spirit of God, and the inſepa- 
able Properties of the Servants of Chriſt ; 
to whom they are all united, as the Body 
to the Head, while they are knit together 
in Love, as Members of the fame myſtical 
Body; without which they can neither live, 
nor increaſe by any ſpiritual Nouriſhiment 
derived from him. — It would be endleſs to 


multiply Places of Scripture in this Caſe; 


« what 


— 


_ „ — * . — 1 — —_—_— 
8 1 r _ . 
_ 9 1 > d, 
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charitable, That, at the Day of judgment, 
hoſe only of a merciful and charitable Diſ- 


and Opinions, as well as Actions, with reſpect 
either to the Bodies or Souls of Men; and 


put on (as the Eleft of God, holy and beloved,) 


and forgiving one another: Thus again, Eph. 
Iv. 32, 33. Pat away all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
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clearly ſee, the Neceſſity of a charitahl, 


Chriſtianity conſiſts in Peace and Love: 
OE: 3 | 
without which we vainly arrogate the Man 


contrary Diſpoſition, Religion it ſelf ng 


Temper. But the more holy and truly religi. 


World is, the more charitable and moderate, 


„ 


quences of uncharitable Diviſions. Let us, 


14 . ' Loves ad UNIT 


What has been ſaid is more than Cufficien 
for the Purpoſe intended. By which we may 


peaceable, uniting Spirit; that the Life 9. 


of Chriſtians. —— The Word of God is plain: 
whatever Pretences Men may have for x 
ways encourages it; the very Nature of it 
being a perfect Contradiction to it; and a 
Man may as well reconcile the greateſt Ah. 
ſurdities and Contradictions, as Religion with 
a malicious, perſecuting, and uncharitable 


ous any Man, or Body of Men are; the more 
orthodox and primitive any Church in the 


the more compaſhonate and condeſcending 
it is towards others: Without which Diſpo- 
ſition, Cyprian aſſerts, we cannot enter into 
Heaven: And “ for the Preſervation of which, 
Dionyſius of Alexandria writes to Novatian of 
Rome © *tis more glorious to ſuffer Mar. 
« tyrdom, than to die for not facrificing to 


But that the Propoſition laid down before 


may appear yet more evident; and that 
we may the better prevent the evil Conle- 


III. 
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m. Conſider the Cauſes from whence they 
e Penerally proceed. a They generally pro- 

of Weed from the Neglect of the moſt neceſſary. 

e ess of Religion; and the Want of thole 
*öternal Habits and Diſpoſitions of Soul, on 


yhich the divine Life depends. Were Mens 1 
arts more deeply affected with pure and 


no Wndefiled Religion; would they more ſin— 
tee practiſe it, their Contentions and || 
 Wiſputes about it would find but little En- 164 
b. enainment. Were Men but more zealous. Ji 
ther Holineſs, they would ſoon become more = | 
le e their Maſter, the Prince of Peace, 489 
.o was meek and lowly of Heart: They 1 
e Would ſoon loath their unprofitable Wraq------- 14 
be Wings; and that Wildfire of Strife and Con- 1 
e, WWention about things of leſs Conſequence, I] 
ng Would ſoon abate and vaniſh. Wherever 41 
e Spirit of true Piety mhabits, and where . 
o is entertain'd with moſt Delight, there o- 14 
h, ber Matters have the leaſt Share in the | | 
of Ifi:tons, and Envy, Malice, and Debate, _ 
e che greateſt Strangers; while Love and Fi 
to WM harity reign in every Faculty: but, on the i 
omtrary, where there is the leaſt Piety, 1 
be dere the Mind fixes moſt on meaner Ob- 1 
a: Wes ; purſues them with the moſt eager | 


lfections, and has the leaſt Charity and = 
eſpe&t for thoſe that do not the fame; - 1 
nd the more wicked and ungodly, Men of ß 
ny Party are, generally the more uncha- 

1 2 | ritable, 
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8 


rirable, cruel, and elamerous; for wha 


niquity abounds, our Saviour tells us, Thy , 
the Love of many ſhall wax cold; and, ax 1 f 
neceſſary Conſequence, Contentions increaſe. Wil , 
13 Experience of all Ages has con- 5 
m'd. FP 9 
24ly, Becauſe Men do not entertain that k 
pure Love of Truth which is requiſite ; but, f 
in their Searches after it, and Debates about b 
it, are too much prepoſſeſs'd and byaſs'd WM 7 
by Self-love, -Paſſhon, Intereſt, Emulation, Wl « 
Partiality, Pride, Vain-glory, &c. St. Paul, Wi «; 
in the Second Chapter of his Second Epiſtle to Will ) 
the Theſſalonians, foretelling the coming of 
Antichriſt, mentions the Reaſon why Gd 
would give up ſome to his ſtrong Deluſions, Wil j 
viz, Ver. 10. Becauſe they received not the n 
Love of the Truth that they might be ſaved, Wi x 
And then, when ſtrong Deluſions poſſeſs the WM « 
Mind, depraved Strife and Diſcord ſeldom t 
fail. Peace and Love, as well as Truth, arc : 
depraved and proſtituted; and Ertor and Wh ) 


Uncharitableneſs are equally follow'd, by 
Men of corrupt Minds and vile Aﬀections. 
The fincere Love of Truth in Matters 
controverſial, as it keeps the Affections free 
and unbyaſs'd ; ſo it never encourages our 
unruly Paſſions, or unnatural Animolitics: 
But it oppoſes thoſe iel, perverſe Di: 
put ings, Which the Apoſtle ſays, are of Men 
ef corrupt Minas, and azſtitute of the Trutl, 
ſuppojng that Gain is Godlingh, We areal 
| pO ared, 
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EL 
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ſured, that the End of the Commandment is 
Love, out of a pure Heart, a good Conſcience, 
and Faith unfeigned. The Purity of Heart, 
and Sincerity of Intention, in embracing and 
believing the Truth, ſeldom fail of being 


Meekneſs and Forbearance, towards thoſe 
they differ from; and eſpecially if there 
be any Degree of Humility or Modeſty, 
Therefore that Exprefſion, Epheſ. iv. 15. 
| Speaking Truth in Love, is judged equivalent 
to the being Sizcere, as in the Marginal 
Note. :: | 

Would Men but mortify their corrupt 
Affections, and caſt away their Pride, Pre- 
judices, and Self-ends, Truth would appear 
more manifeſt, and the World become more 
peaceable ; Truth and Peace would kiſs each 


Te! after that axes id,, that clear and ſincere 
il i Mind ſpoken of by St. Peter; and that 20 
/, that Largeneſo of Heart mentioned 
5. Kings iv. 29. and that mn nam, that "= 
and iagenuous Spirit in Pſal. li. 12. they 
ee will continually be tempted and inclined to 
ur By make falſe Judgments, and to wrong their 
Wy Vnderſtandings; their Faculties will be 
enfeebled; they will be narrow'd in their 
Principles, rugged in their Tempers, and 
Dwarfs in their ſpiritual Growth and Im- 

. ha prove- 


accompanied with Love and Charity, with 


* . _ . 7 
* — — — 
= — 8 x . | | — | 
Th ” - - . — * 
—— — — - — * 
. n — r — * ä — moi — ES, — 5 n FS R b 
8 ao * = 4 - , 2 * 
w v * — — — r — . . 


other. But otherwiſe, while Men indulge 
thoſe vile Affections, and do not endeavour 
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provement, and ill-natur'd to all but those 
that are like themſelves  _ 

zah, Another Cauſe of uncharitable Con. 

tentions and Diviſions is, The perverting | 
and confounding the Nature of things; or 
the not diſtinguiſhing between things of 2 
different Nature, an regulating the Affecti. 
ons according to their different Circumſtances 

and Degree. 56 558 
By this Means, *tis poſſible that Good 
and Evil, Light and Darkneſs, Truth and 
 Falſhood, Things indifferent and Things ne- 
ceſſary, the Shadow of Religion and the 
Subſtance, the Form and the Power of 
Godlineſs, may become all one in Effet, 
and claim the ſame Value and Reſpect, the 
ſame Zeal and Reſolution, in their Proſecu- 
tion and Defence. But when Mens Minds 
are thus diſtempered, and, through Preju- 
dice and Partiality, they come to value 
. their own Notions, their beloved Dogmats, 
= their Idols ſpecizs, (as the Lord Verulam calls 
them) more than they deſerve; they almoſt 
inevitably tranſgreſs in all their Actions in- 

fluenc'd by ſuch Opinions. 

In Religion, when Men uſe falſe Weights, 
and falſe Meaſures, and do not truly diſtin- 
guiſh between what is neceſſary to Salva- | 

tion, from what is not; and when they va 
Tue things not neceſſary, as if they were; 
ſpeculative Notions, as fundamental Do- 
Doe ATE . Arines 


| Heads. From hence Feuds and Contentions 
| ariſe, and muſt inevitably continue, to the 
ö Ruin of the Church of Chriſt, and the Dif 
* WH honour of Chriſtianity. Whereas Men would 
: do well to conſider, that thoſe things 
ich are abſolutely neceſſary to be believ- 
d, in order to Salvation, are, in Reality, 
* Lery few, and very plain; ſuch as any well- 
" Wh neaning Man may clearly diſcover and un- 
5 derſtand; and which he will demonſtrate, 
0 by their Power and Efficacy on his Heart 
„aud Life. Tis true, we ought to ſearch 
for, and maintain every Truth; but yet, 
2 as our Aſſent muſt be according to the Evi- 
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grines; they uſually create Oppoſitions, and 
run headlong into ſuperſtitious and unchari. 
table Practices, as is very evident in the 
Church of Rome. By placing Religion in 


alone, they deny others the Liberty of their 
udgments and Conſciences in ſuch thin 

which they blindly judge Articles of Faith 
neceſſary and infallible ; and then they rea- 
dily condemn. and excommunicate every one, 


contentious in what is manifeſt, or dogma- 
cal and obſtinate in what is doubtful; fo 
our Zeal for, or againſt Matters in Queſtion, 


that, in which it doth not conſiſt; and u- 
ſurping an 8 which belongs to God 


7 
* 


2s an Heretick, that refuſes to ſubſcribe to 
that: Syſtem of Divinity, framed in their 


dence of things, without being ſceptical and 


| 2 | muſt. 


ments of Hell. 


charitable Diviſions proceed, and by which 
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muſt be regulated according to their Impor- 
tance and Conſequence; and always attend. 
ed with Charity, the Bond of PerfeQneſ;, 
with. ſome Grains of Allowance towards 
_ thoſe, who are not ſo very quick: ſighted as 
our ſelves. Otherwiſe, a Man may inſiſt ſo 
much in Vindication of ſome Duties, as 
thereby to bring a Prejudice on Religion, 
and do the Devil's Work, while he labours 
to promote ſuch things as are, in themſelves, 
true and juſt, If we muſt always, with 
Rigour, inſiſt on the dxe:Codinaoy, the ſummum 
Jus, we may be guilty of the greateſt Inju- 
ries ; and the Law of God, which commands 
Meekneſs, Humility, Condeſcenſion, and 
Forbearance, become of none Effect. Solo- 
mon tells us, in ſome Caſes, *Tis the Glory 
o a Man to paſs over a Tranſgreſſion ; it ren. 

ers him like the God of Compaſſion, ho 
relaxes the Severity of his Laws, and pre- 
fers Mercy before Sacrifice; who moderates 
continually the Rigour of his Juſtice by his 
Mercy, without which the World could 
not ſubſiſt one Moment; nor the beſt Man 
living, or that ever lived, eſcape the Tor- 


There are other Cauſes from which un- 


they are maintain'd; ſuch as à Spirit of 
Contradiction; a Love of Novelties ; a con- 
_ tending for Victory more than Truth. T8 

| | 15 5 6 
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Generality of Men are carry'd away by the 

Names of Leaders and Parties, depending. 
n them by an implicit Faith. Many are 
ld by the Names. of things through Preju- 


to be miſnam'd, it is immediately con- 
demn'd, without any Examination of the 
Thing it ſelf; for very few look into the 
Nature of things, and judge impartially. 
Errors and Heterodoxes would not appear 
o monſtrous, nor our Cenſures and Defa- 
mtions be ſo uncharitable and ſevere, if 
e were more favourable in the Interpreta- 
don of the Words and Actions of others: 
f we gave Allowance for the ſeveral Ways 
of Apprebenſion ; the Prejudices of Educa- 
ton; the various Methods of Expreſſion; 
dfereat Words and Phraſes, not alike un- 
lerſtood, although perhaps intended to ex- 
preſs the ſame thing. 1) 1 
perſonal Reflections in Controverſies, 2 
Inoſt diſingenuous Practice, uſually kindle 
the moſt incurable Animoſities. Too great 
Severity in charging upon Authors, ſtrange 
. Wd abſurd Conſequences, deduced from 
lteir Opinions, though diſallow'd, or not 
- Wiprehended, doth often increaſe the Heat 
h Wd Contention ; which is likewiſe done, when, 
xf MWithough the Matter controverted be great, 
-es driven to an over great Subtilty 2 
e | 0. 


dice; ſo that if an Opinion or Deſign hap- | 


1 
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Obſcurity ; ſo that it becomes a thing 14, 
ther ingenuous, than ſubſtantial. 

Laſtly, Tgnorance, and the Want of Senſe 
have no ſmall Share in the Promotion of 
Strife and Diſcord; for (as a judicious Man 
obſerves) there are none more ready to 
ſtrive, and uncharitably to cenſure, than the 
Half-learned and Halt-witted (which are 
the moſt numerous, and moſt confident) 
Sort of Men; who ſteer, not by Reaſon, but 
by another Compaſs, viz. Faction, or Inte. 
reſt, or Affection, &c. whereas Men of the 
_ greateſt Reaſon, deepeſt Judgment, and no- 
bleſt Accompliſhments, are alſo Men of the 
greateſt Civility, Candour, and Ingenuity, 

In ſhort, whatever the Cauſe of Conten- 
tion among Chriſtians is, it ought to be a- 
voided, and Charity always maintain'd ; and 
that for the. Reaſons before-given, and the 
evil Conſequences that follow. * bn 


IV. Let us conſider the evil Conſequences 
of uncharitable Diviſions among Chriſtians, 
As ?tis evident they proceed not from the 
Nature or Spirit of Chriſtianity, or from that 
Wiſdom which is from above; ſo we may ea 
ſily judge, that the Conſequences of them 
can never be truly advantageous to the 
- Profeſſors of that Religion. I ſhall but juſt 
mention theſe Particulars. 

#2 8 1. They 1 
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1. They are great Hindrances to a good 
life; and are the Increaſe of Immorality and 
Prophaneneſs. This is too evident among 
at this Time; wrangling Controverſies 
never more abounded than now, which eat 
qt, and deſtroy the Vitals of Religion; the 
Ich of Diſpating is become the Plague of the 
Church. While, Men are over-zealous for, 
ar 4zainſt leſſer Matters, *tis common for 
them to be luke-warm in true Piety, to 
brget the Duties of Morality and Humanity, 
and thereby to bring the greateſt Scandals 
m Religion, For, as Envying and Strife 
have an evil Principle, Jam. iii. 15. ſo where 
they are, the Effect is Confuſion, and every 
evil Work, Ver. 16. © But (as a great Man 
has obſerv'd) “ the outward Peace of the 
Church diſtilleth into Peace of Conſcience; 
and turneth the Labours of Writing, and 
Reading Controverſies, into Treatiſes of 
Mortification and Devotion.“ This pro- 
eds from that Wiſdom which is from above, 
which, Ver. 17. is pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
wa eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 
hits; without Partiality, and without Hypo- 
my. And Ver. 18. The Fruit of Righteouſneſs 
+ ſown in Peace of them that make Peace, 
2. Our uncharitable Diviſions are a Diſ- 
grace and Prejudice to Chriſtianity in gene- 
icy al, By ſuch as theſe, the Sword of Mahomet 
s prevail'd thus far, and Alcoran took 
Bp. Place 
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Place of the Goſpel in fo many Kingdom 
Hereby Infidels are diſcouraged from em 
| bracing that Religion, whereby they might 


be ſaved, and * 5 it as uncertain and | 
_ inconſiſtent ; nay, they may too juſtly eſteem n 
us Barbarians, and mad, according to thai 
which St. Paul ſays of thoſe that ſpeak ii 
the Church with different, unintelligib i 
e ai 1 Cor. xiv. And thus, when A 
theiſts and prophane Perſons ſee ſuch jarring p 
Opinions, ſupported by violent PraQtices a a 
mong Chriſtians, they turn from the Church 
and fit down in the Seat of the Scornul t 
When the Members are torn aſunder, then 


Body muſt look ſtrangely disfigur'd: Here] 
by Religion loſes the Splendor and Glory of 
thoſe Graces which moſt adorn it; Meck 

neſs and Patience, Humility and Condeſcen 
tion, Benignity and Charity, by unchriſtian 
Animoſities, loſe their Luſtre, if not the 
Nature. Beſides, the more furiouſly Chri 
ſtians contend, the farther they drive one 
another into Extreams; the farther fro 
Truth and Conviction, and Chriſtianity too; 
the more they diſgrace the Cauſe they con 

tend for, diſhonour the Bleſſed Author ol 
their Religion, and, like the fooliſh Builders 
at Babel, through Confuſion and Diſcord, 
pull down what they pretend to build, But 
as contrary to this, Unity and Concord 


Moderation and Meekneſs, are the Beaull 
ret E an 


— — 
Sen 
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and Ornament of the Church; by theſe it is 
increas' q; and inlarg'd, and becomes more 
perfect. and glorious, as reſembling that in 
Heaven, Which is perſect in Love and U- 
ty. TC 2197014190 r OR 
n They are particularly dangerous and 
preudiciaſizto the Proteſl ant Religion, as giv- 
g great Advantages to the- Factors of Po- 
N Theſe, We know, are indefatigable in 
promoting our Ruin by our Diviſions, and 
at. this Tyme,;as much as ever; againſt whom 
ar, vnired Force is ſcarce ſufficient, Thoſe 
hereſore that are come out of Babylos, {hould 
ne o 410 wiſe, and deſperate, as maniſeſt- 
ly.;to, weaken the. Proteſtant Intereſt, by any 
wlent Conteſts among themſelves, leit 
thereby they expoſe themſelves as a Prey to 
the common Enemy : The- Enemy that 
baths out nothing but Threatnings and 
daughter againſt the true Worſhippers, the 
aithful Servants of Chriſt : The Enemy that 
preedily thirſts after Proteſtant Blood, and 
would triumphantly rejoice to fee their 
Memorial cut off, that the Name of Prote- 
ant might be no more in Remembrance. 
0% this we have had the beſt Proof, Expe- 
nlence; and for this they now leave nothing, 
mattempted: What they cannot effect by 
Violence, they plot by Subtilty and Strata- 
zem; they work in the dark, if poſſible, 
0 undermine and ſap the Foundation of 
our 


o 


. 
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our Jeruſalem, firice they cannot withſtand 
the mighty Force of that divine Truth that 
ſurrounds it; and (which they have been 
too ſucceſsful in) they labour (like Satan 


to make us our own Deſtroyers, by Feuds 
and Animoſities; which, beſides their fatal 


Tendency, give Advantage to all their other 
Projects. Like that grand Deceiver, they 
uſe ſuch fly Suggeſtions and crafty Inſinua. 


\ 
; ' 


tions, as are molt agreeable to the Diſtemper 
of the Mind, which are moſt apt to excite 
the Affections, and exaſperate the Paſſions 
of one againſt the other, that ſo both may 


fall an eaſy Prey to their inveterate Malice; 


which is with them Meritorious, when to us 
moſt Barbarous. And while they are thus 
carrying on their evil Deſigns, they fo dif- 
guiſe themſelves, and delude us, as not to be 
ſuſpected; nay, by ſome to be thought our 
beſt Friends. Strange Infatuation! But 
may God, in infinite Mercy, both to them 
and us, for his Glory, and the Proſperity of 
his Church, abate their Pride, aſſwage their 
Malice, and confound their Devices. 
4. And, Laftly, Uncharitable Conten- 
tions and Diviſions are pernicious to the 
Peace and Proſperity of the State. *Tis a 
molt infallible Maxim, confirm'd by nume- 
rous Examples, That a Church or Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf, cannot long ſand, ot 
flouriſh ; the Juſtice of God n 
l 8 


* 
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Deſolation. As in natural, ſo in political 
Bodies, the cloſeſt and moſt perfect Union Ml 
of Parts, makes the firmeſt and moſt du- | 


nble Compoſition ; and in both, the firm- 1 
et Conſtitution is weaken'd and deſtroy'd, {| 
dy looſening and diſſolving Principles. Now 1 
x the  Contrivances imaginable for the \ 


Happineſs of Societies, which promote not 
Unity; and all Endeavours for Unity, which 
prevent or diſcourage mutual Love and 
Affection, are vain, as well as ſinſul. From 
whence we may conclude, That mutual 
Condeſcenſion and Forbearance of Men, or 
Parties, towards one another, in things a- 


bout which they differ, being under the 
eme Government, is neceſſary for this End; 
Wor, it being almoſt impoſſible, that all Men 
Would agree in the ſame Apprehenfions and 
Opinions, conſidering the Prejudices and In- 
 Wirmities our Judgments are naturally ſub- 
: Kt to; if every Point of Difference ſhould 


[ie carry*d'to the utmoſt Extremity, Violence 
ind Rage, Confuſion and eivil Broils, can 
never ceaſe: And that Truth and Juſtice, Þ 0 
kemingly ' contended for on both Sides, {04 


would, at laſt, be deſtroy'd; Men would t | 
mw. wild and favage, and the Benefits of 10 
Wciety would be loſt ; for promoting which 1 
Uriſtianity was deſign'd, and has given us mi 
a many excellent Vertues conducive there - : 1 ö 


WM. Theſe, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſequences of uncharitable Diviſions among 


of every Chriſtian to pray for, and promote 
Unity and Love; the Unity of the Spirit in 


moſt expreſs Commands in Scripture; the 
Love and Honour of God and Chriſt con- 


the Proſperity of the Church, and the Hap- 


tives. 


intended not to offend the meaneſt Chriſtian, 


Party, but ſcourge ſome of all Denominati- 


a 
5 
” * 
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116. 


Theſe, and many more, are. the evil Con- 


Chriſtians, which the Time will not permit 
me to mention. From what has been ſaid, 
we may eaſily conclude, That ?tis the Duty 


the Bond of Peate. For this, we have the 


ſtrain us; the Love of our own, and our 
Neighbours Souls, the Intereſt of Religion, 


* 


pineſs of Societies, are the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
Thus J have finiſh'd thoſe Four Particulars 
I propos'd. to ſpeak to, for the Confirmation 
and Enforcement of the Doctrine laid down. 
I hope my Zeal for Peace, Moderation, and 
Unity, in what I have ſaid on this Subject, 
has not made me ſay any thing contrary to 
Truth, Reaſon, or Scripture; I am ſure, 1 


or the moſt unchari table.. 
Were the Saviour of the World to come 
into it again, no doubt, He would preach 
the ſame Doctrine again, of the moſt exten. 
ſive Love and Charity; and upbraid us for 
the Neglect of his firſt Commands: He 
would not profeſs Himſelf of this, or rothe 


— 


. 4 | Ons, 
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with the moſt juſt Reproofs for theirwiths 


ed Animoſities, and their fel6(h, mercenary 


practices in Religion: He might weep over 


Criſfendom, as He once did over Jeraſ alen 


nd lament our Obſtinacy againſt His Do- 
Grine, and our Unwillingneſs to be gathered 
wether by Him under his Wings. N 
hath required theſe things at your 7 Haile, 
might be ſaid to many? But where is that 
Li, which I made the Badge of my 


Diſciples? That Meekneſs, Humility,” Pa- 


tence, Gentleneſs, & c. which I ſo much 
recommended, both by Precept and Ex- 


ample ? In vain, without this, was my Blood 


ſhed; in vain do you profeſs to believe in 
Me; and in vain is all that a-do, that falſe 
Zea and religious. Frenzy, but to increaſe 


jour Condemnation: He might ſay unto 
dme of us, I deliver d you the Goſpel of 


Peace and Love; but lo! you have made 
t a Book of Contention, . to' juſtify your 
Malice and Wickedneſs, Cruelty and Re- 
an eee boomt bus 
Were St. Paul to riſe from the Dead, 
how ſhould We hear him repeating, witl 
double Energy, and holy Zeal; what he 
las already writ to the Romans, Corinthi- 


z 


a /CGalatians, and Epheſians, about their Pi. 


filons,, with: many Aggravations? How 
would he intreat us, with all the Force 
of Perſwaſion, and the moſt moving Com- 
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| any to lay aſide all thoſe Vices, Pride, 
nvy, Wrath, Strife, Malignity, Emulati, 
ons, Murmurings, Backbitings, Evil ſurmiſ 
ings, &c. from which ariſe fo much Miſchief 
to Chriſtianity? Bat to ' provoke one ancthe 
ante Love, and good Works only; and to ging 
no Offence to the Jem, or the Gentile, or the 
With what Tears of Compaſſion would 
the beloved Diſciple expreſs himſelf : Lit, 
Children, Love one another; for Love is thi 
fulfiling of the Law. But whether all this 
would ſignify any thing, were it to be ſo, 
we have too much Reaſon to doubt; ſince 
they have not Moſes and the Prophets only, i" 
but theſe very Perſons now ſpeaking, in the Wi 
Scripture, to little Purpoſe. 
_ Such is the Hardneis of: Man's Heart, and 
the Perverſeneſs of his Will, although 
Chrift has died to reconcile. us to God, 
and to one another; though He has broken 
down the Partition-Wall, rent the Vail, 
and removed- all Occaſions of Enmity and 
IIl- will; and, moreover, bound us by the 
moſt firm League and Covenant; incorpo- 
rated us into one Body; and made our 
ſpiritual Union the Term of Salvation; 
yet how deplorable is the State of Reli 
gion! How is Chriſt divided; and his ſeam- 
is Coat rent in Pieces? And 1 
„„ 1. 


: 


3 


1 Py ESE? 1 . 92 4 {is . ; "MH * 
hotel rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
Ye (vil, . : qc : cry eye? 77 ( "1 | - BJ 
I beſeech, you therefore, permit me, as a 


je to perſwade you, by your Piety to the 


id his Truth, by the Graces of the Bleſ- 
ed Spirit, by the Agonies and Sufferings 
the Son of God, to be inclined unto, 


n in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, i 
owſbip of the Spirit, if any Bw a 


We; being of one Accord, of one Mind. 
t nothing be done through Strife or Vain- 

lm; bat in LN of Mind, let eac/) 

lem others 1105 hn 1 1 hemſelves. Look 

ot every Man en his own” thin 

de Man atſo e the things 

% Teſus: For 

oſtrate aur Soufs at 

d join in Hh 

hurch: 


* 
” 


. 
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